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EPA issues Final Rules for Corrective 
Action Management Units and Temporary 
Units 
EPA has revised the cdrrecSve aOJon-related reguUOons under SubtWe C of the 
Bssoiiroe Conservatfon and Recovery Act (RCRA). The revised reguiadons 
address the difficultiea associated with management of remediation wastes 
during correc^e actions. EPAistntrodJdngVreconcaptsof Corrective Action 
Man^ement Units (CAMUs) and Terrporary Units tor remediation wastes to 
provide fadTrtles with a v^der range of remediatlQn altematives, while assuring 
reliable, pmtec^ve, and cost-effective remedies. This fhxtolHty will he^ to 
promote more exj^ltious dean-vps at many sites. 

ERA'S Corrective Action Program 
Subtitle C of the 1976 Resource Con­

servation and Recoveiy Act (RCRA) created 
a comprehenstve program for the safe man­
agement of hazardous Tvastes. In 1984, 
Congress passed the Hazardous and Solid 
Waste Amencbnents tiKWAl, -which man­
dated even stricter standards for the 
regulation oiFhazardo^ wastes. Oiie of the 
key provisions of HSWA was the authority 
pixjvlded to EPA to compd "corrective ac­
tion" " 

The actual cleanup of these facilities, 
as with Superfund eitea, often involves ex-
cavatmg and managing large volumes of 
hazardous wastes, including contaminated 
soils, debris, sludges and other wastes. 
These cleanup wastes are subject to the 
s^e set of RCRA regulations that apply to 
man agement of newfy generated hazardous 
wast<!js. However, EPA's eaqserlence with 

resulted from historic waste management 
practices at hazardous -waste facilities. 

Since 1984, coirectlve action has 
become a major part of the RCRAprogr^,; 
More th^ 800 , facilities are now fri the 
pipcess of investigatihg and cleanlhg up 
contkrnmatipn problems. EPA estimates 
^t as many as 4,000 RCRA facUlttes may 
eventually heed some t>T)e of corrective 
action. 

has shown that application of these uni­
form, hatlortal standards has often been 
(CpunterproduCtive when applied to the 
deianup of individual sites. In many cases, 
the application of these standards, such as 

has forced lEPA to Seicct repwdies that are 
eiavfronmoitaily less effective and reliable, 
and ih some cases more e^qpenslve, than 
altematiw rdnedies that could otherwise 
havet^ehavailjdile. For example, treatment 
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standards reqxilrlng incineration often 
preclude the use of other effective treatment 
technologies that could be used In achiev­
ing a protK:tlve cleanup for a site. 

Action Being Taken 
In order to address these probleins, 

EPA has finalized regulations that provide 
fortheiise ofccmecttve action management 
units (CAMUs) vdien cleaning up sites 
under RCRA and Superiund. Use of the 
CAMU concept under these regulahons 
•will ensure cleanups that are fulfy jantec-
tlve, yet better ^ored to actual site 
conditions. Under the rule, appropriate 
treatment requirements will be determined 
as part of the overall cleanup plan for a 
particular site. This la expected to resultln 
more expeditious cleanups, and will pro­
mote the use of new, innovative treatment 
technologies. The use of CAMUs shoidd 
decrease the volumes of cleanup 'vvastes 
that must be incinerated, and increase the 
use of alternative treatment technologies 
that are appropriate for actual site and 
waste characteristics. In addition, EPA 
ejects the new rule to resultln less -waste 
being hauled off-site, and overall, more 
treatment of greater volrames of cleanup 
wastes 

Under the rule, remediation wastes 
that are managed within areas designated 
by EPA will not automatically be subject to 
the treatment and dia^sal standards for 
newfy generated wastes. This will allow 
more fiexlbllityto tailor standards for those 
w^tes. The rule also specifies, however, 
certialn restrictloiis and ciiterla to ensure 
that CAMUs are used only -^en th^ -will 
prorhoteniore reliable, protective and cost-
elFectiv© remedies* 

Based on the Regulatory Impact 
Anafysls conducted for this rule, the use of 

a^d AcTpnyrna 

CoRectlye Aetien Bfanngement unit (CAAIUl 
An area within a facility that Is designated for 
the manageihent dT remediation wastes 
generated duzing'the impkmcntatiop of epedfie 
corrective action reqxnrementa. CAMUs can 
only be designated by the EPA RegUmal 
Administrator. 

Tcaporaxy Ihiit cm): Temporary taslcs and/ox 
container storage area used sdlefy lor treatment 
or storage of hazardous remediation wastes 
dining specific remediation activities. Desig­
nated by the Regional Administrator, such, 'inlts 
miigt conform to specific standardSi • may 
only be In operation for a pre-spedfied period of 
time. 

Remedlatton Wastes: All solid and hazardous 
wastes; and all media (Including ground water, 
surface water, soils and sediments) and debns 
that contain listed hazardous wastes, or -niilch 
themselves erdrlint a characteristic, that are 
managed for the purpose of impleii tenting -
corrective action requirements. 

Z.and DUposal Restrictione: A series of 
regulations restricting the land disposal 
(placement in of on land) of hazardous wastes 
as mandated 1^ the 1934 HSWA amendments. 

InBltn: In place. 

RCRA: The Resource Conservation and Recoveiy 
Act, enacted in 1976. 
HSWA: The fldzanlousimdSoM Waste 
Amendments, enacted In 1984. 
CERCLA: Ccm^eheixsive Erwtronrnental 
Response, Compensation, andUabUttyAct Also 
known as "Supeifund". Enacted in 1980 
6WMD: Solid Waste Management Unit 
TSDF: Treatment Storage and Disposal Facility 
RFA- RCRA Facility Assessment 
MTSs: Minimum Technol*^ Requirements 
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the C3AMU concept is also e:q>ected to result 
in billions of dollars of cost savings for 
Industry and Federal agencies. 

In addition to the CAMU provl^ns. 
the final rule also will allow regulatoiy 
agencies to approve "temporary units' for 
remedial purposes. This provision will al­
low regulatory agencies to modify design 
standards for tanks and container storage 
units that are used for short-term treat­
ment orxnanagement of remediation wastes. 

Example 1 

State Applicability 
This rule will take effect shortly after 

publication, in States where £PA is imple­
menting the RCRA corrective action 
program. In other States, the rules will not 
take effect-until th^ are adopted by the 
State legislatures. Since the rule is con­
sidered less stringent" adopting the CAMU 
rules will not be mandatory. However, 
EPA strongfy encourages States to adopt 
these regulations. 

Before Remedial Activities 

TheremediUgDalat thtsJacfUty to to 1) treat and 
cortbain contaminated awfaoeao&Jnjm die site, ctnd 
(2J to siabQtze and contain shidge UKistesJrom the 
leaking tiadge lagoon. In this case, the two waste 
streams have very different characteristics and re-
qidredlfferenttreatrnerttprocesses. Inadditkm, they 
wlU require dfferent ultimate containment TTielfiDds. 

After Designating CAMUs 

lA) TO allDwjbr these d0irmg waste charaOenstics 
and tqrittnimize JUrther contarnination. the r^ida-
tory qffictalB have designated two separate CAMUs 
to deal with the two remediadon waste streams. 

(B) Remediation ivastesjtorn the contaminated sur-
/doe sofl (^ thejadlity urfU be treated ti treatment 

a^retnedtationuxvsteaJhsnlhekigoonwOl 
be treaied inxaritt?. Bo^ units Thay be tenrporary 
units authorized ^pedficaUy Jor the remediation 
process. 

(C)Trealmentresidiuds,c<mbeplaixdineachCAMU 
wtthoiii triggering the Land Dispasql Restrlctkr^ 
BachCAMUrnmtbejprotecttveiffhxmianhealthand 
ihe etwlr^^ For ̂  sludge lagoon fnow CAMU 

this rhdy rnedn dehxifltdng ihe unit even though 
ft ivinM not necessarily need to meet minimum 
t^duvology requirements. 
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Example 2 

Before Remedial Activities 

77ic rcmcdtoZgoolai titiajodltiy is to treat the uxBtiss 
tn. ieach qf the soUd uxzste management units and 
canaoUckOe the wastesJivm the SWMUs tn the food 
plain to more protective locatton. 

The Resoiutlon Uslnfl CAMUs 

W The iZfigtomilAlmtrUstrator or state Otrector dee-
1gnate9SWMUtt4 asaCA^. [B) The Remediation, 
wastes from the Jour SWMLfe are then removed and 
treated tn an Odette ten^xsxary treatment unit (Q 
SWMUHiSTetrqfittedwtihaliner. ffij The treatment 
residuals canbeplacedtntheCMIUwithDutmeettng 
the Land Dispo^ Restrictions. Specfc treatment 
standards and other design, operation, closure, and 
post-dosure requirements Jar the CAMU would be 
specffiedaceording to the atterta In the CAMU regu­
lations. 
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For More Information 

For additional Information or to order a copy of the jFtederoIjRegtsfernotlce, contact the 
RCRAHotllne, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. EST. The national, toll-free number 
is (800) 424-9346; TDD (800) 553-7672 (hearingimpaired); In the Washington. D.C. metro 
area, the number Is (703) 920-9810. or TDD (703) 412-3323. 

The general public may also obtain copies of documents applicable to tliisi rulemaking 
-wilting to the: 
RCRA Information Center GUC), 
U,S, ErwlJvrvnerital Prelection Agency 
401 "AT Street SW 
Washington. D.C. 20460. 




